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About St. Stephen’s College
St. Stephen's College, established in 1881, is one of 
India's finest institutions of higher education and a 
pioneer in the art of training young minds to become 
future leaders and policy-makers of countries across 
the globe.

Stephen’s, an institute famous for its notoriously 
high cut-offs, illustrious alum, and rich history is the 
dream college of many aspiring undergraduates. 
When you first come to Stephen’s, you are struck by 
the history of the place. The stone brick walls, the 
Chapel, and the lush green lawns—everything here 
has a story and you find yourself becoming a part of 
it. The corridors echo the tales of old Stephanians 
and the classrooms bear testimony to the fact that 
this was the place that produced the brightest minds 
of India. One of the oldest colleges in India, 
Stephen’s was founded as a high school in Chandni 
Chowk, later becoming a college in 1881. It later 
shifted location to Kashmere Gate, and once again 
relocating to the present-day building in Delhi 
University’s North Campus at Sudhir Bose Marg.

There are several things that make this story of 
Stephen’s an epic historic tale. One of them being the 
Shakespeare Society of St. Stephen’s College. One of 
the oldest collegiate theatre societies in India, the 
Shakespeare Society has served as a springboard for 
budding artists and theatre enthusiasts. Like 
everything else in college, the Shakespeare Society too 
has a story. After digging through archives, searching 
the mysterious places of the internet and listening to 
old tales about college by Stephanians we have 
uncovered the story of the Shakespeare Society.



The ShakeSoc Origin Story
The origins of the Shakespeare Society can be traced 
back to the weekly Shakespeare readings, an initiative 
that was taken up by the second principal of the 
college, John Wright (1889-1902). This little reading 
group slowly grew in size and was turned into a 
Society by a lecturer called Rev. B.K. Cunningham in 
the year 1896. However, the membership of the 
Society was limited to first year Junior Members only. 
In the year 1924, the Rev. H.W. Padley joined the 
college to stage a play which was to be performed on 
Founder’s Day, and he presented the trial scene from 
the Merchant of Venice.

The Shakespeare Society, as it is known today,  was 
created in 1926 with a production of Julius Caesar. 
The Society was established with the three-fold 
objectives of producing a Shakespearean play every 
year, studying Shakespearean drama when the Society 
is not engaged in producing a play, and to observe 23rd 
April as Shakespeare Day every year. As time passed, 
the objectives of the Society increased in number and 
shaped the growth of the Society. 

The changes which have happened in the Society can 

be traced by observing the Annual Productions 
performed every year.

In the year 1930, the Society decided to do away 
with the tradition of performing a Shakespearean 
play and performed a variety show called ‘The 
Kashmiri Gate Smashers Revue.’ In 1944 and 1945 
Bernard Shaw’s ‘Arms and the Man’ and ‘Candida’ 
were performed. In 2019 an adaptation of ‘Hamlet’ 
by Tom Stoppard was performed. Since 1950 the 
Society has begun to perform Shakespearean plays 
annually, an event which is much celebrated in the 
College. 

In the mid-1930’s the Society began to perform only 
every alternate year. It was during this time that 
women from Miranda House were invited to 
participate in the plays. This was due to the fact that 
Stephen’s was an all-boys college until 1975. 

The Society which began with sixty members and a 
nominal subscription of one rupee is now one of the 
biggest societies of Delhi University and continues to 
be dedicated to the art of theatre.



ShakeSoc’s Notable 
Alum

ShakeSoc’s role extends beyond entertainment; it contributes to social and political consciousness 
through its productions and aids members in honing values like teamwork, leadership, and integrity. It 
provides students with a platform to discover, explore, and nurture their passion for storytelling. The 
Society combines meaningful theatre and traditional excellence—a mélange St. Stephen’s College is 
celebrated for. To this effect, the Society has carved out a niche for itself within the corpus of 
university theatre and beyond. 

What makes the Shakespeare Society unique from other theatre societies is not only its legacy but also 
its inclusivity. The Society is an open one and may be joined by any Junior Member of College 
interested in exploring the art of theatre. There are no auditions held to induct members, and this 
provides every theatre-enthusiast an opportunity to learn and develop different skills-sets. Art, for us, 
is inclusive and liberating. The Shakespeare Society takes pride in the fact that it expertly delivers 
multiple productions during the course of an academic year, while also hosting a prestigious National 
Level theatre competition.

The Society extends its endeavours far beyond its titular motif—Shakespeare—in multiple ways. With 
a number of internal productions and external performances—both within collegiate and professional 
theatre arenas—in store for each year, the Shakespeare Society is all set to launch into ‘the new 
normal’ with determined spirit.

Shashi Tharoor, an alum of the college has 
recounted his theatre days on several occasions. 
In an interview with GQ, Tharoor recalled his 
role as Antony alongside Mira Nair, a student of 
Miranda House, who played Cleopatra. The role 
of Pompeii was played by Amir Raza Husain a 
renowned theatre director. Amongst the other 
cast members was the novelist Amitav Ghosh 
and advertising guru Piyush Pandey. One of the 
first women to join College, Joy Michael, went 
on to become the first woman Secretary of the 
Society. Renowned artists like Konkona Sen 
Sharma, Kabir Bedi, Roshan Seth, Sunit 
Tandon, Rajiv Mehrotra, Saattvic and 
Mikhail Sen were all part of the Shakespeare 
Society.  

ShakeSoc’s Mission Statement



ShakeSoc’s Major Productions
Launch Production

The first major event of the year, the Launch 
Production serves as an introduction for freshers 
into the world of collegiate theatre—with both 
Stephanians and other students from Delhi 
University in attendance—thus inaugurating the 
society's work for the year.

The launch production in the year 2018 was 
Cherry Wine, an original production directed by 
Aiyana Abraham and Mehuli Das. 

In 2017, the launch production was Cobwebs—an 
adaptation of Eugene O'Neil's Pulitzer Prize 
winning play, Long Day's Journey into Night, 
contextualized and set in 1970's Bengal. The 
production was directed by Kashish Komal, 
Rohan Jose and Mehuli Das. The work of its 
leading actor Shravya Saneev, received much 
acclaim.

Annual Production
The Annual Production is the most-awaited, 
elaborate, and detailed production and is the 
society's way of coming together one last time 
towards the end of the academic year. This 
production sees the highest involvement of the 
society’s wider member-base—comprised of 
current students, alum, faculty and other 
esteemed guests—and is a special event for 
third-year students for whom it is the final 
opportunity to work for the society.

In 2019, the Annual Production was an 
adaptation of Tom Stoppard’s 1966 play, 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead. 

In 2018, the academic session closed with 
William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. The 
play, which was a classical retelling of the 
original, was a grand success and received wide 
critical acclaim.



 The Rajpal Memorial One-Act Play Competition

Held in the memory of our former Principal and Society President, W.S. Rajpal, the Rajpal Memorial 
One-Act Play Competition is held both at the Intra and Inter-collegiate levels. In 2019, we hosted the 
50th edition of the Rajpal Memorial One-Act Play Competition, having first started this tradition in 
1969.

Open to all students of College—theatre veterans and newcomers alike—Intra Rajpal offers the 
opportunity for everyone to immerse themselves in the world of theatre. The month-long Rajpal 
season often sees students donning multiple hats, working in direction, production, acting and 
management to bring their visions to life, culminating in a three-day fest where up to 20 plays are 
staged.

Inter Rajpal is one of the most prestigious events in the Delhi theatre circuit. The Society reaches out 
to around 50 teams from various colleges of Delhi University and beyond to put up plays, along with 
the winning Intra-Rajpal play from St. Stephen's College. After receiving pitches from around 30 
collegiate teams,, they are then invited for screening—with as  many as 500 students participating in 
the process—after which 12 teams are selected for the final event. Panning through a duration of three 
days, Inter Rajpal is the product of the efforts of students occupying various managerial departments 
on behalf of the Society. 

The competition is judged by established theatre professionals. Dr. N.P. Ashley, Jaideep 
Pandey—experienced theatre practitioners as well as College faculty members—have previously 
judged Intra-Rajpal. In the past, Harriet Raghunathan, Neel Chaudhari, Sunit Tandon, Ravi Raj 
Sagar, Saattvic, and Prabhjot Singh have taken up this role for Inter-Rajpal. 

On the final day of the event, the judges announce the winners and that is followed by the famous 
Rajpal Dinner—a tradition which had its inception in the early 2010s—in which all the teams and the 
judges come together and have a meal cherishing the sense of community that theatre forms within us.



External Production
The External Production is performed in theatre 
festivals and competitions across Delhi as well 
as all over India.

In 2021, ShakeSoc was invited to perform a 
dramatized reading of Maya Angelou’s works 
for Josh-e-Umang, a year-long performing arts 
series of events hosted by Kutumb Foundation 
in collaboration with The American Centre, 
New Delhi.

In 2019, the Society performed The Other 
Side—an adaptation of Paloma Pedrero’s Una 
Guarida Con Luz—in collaboration with the 
Music Society for the Of Stage Theatre 
Festival, hosted by the Third Space Collective, 
Delhi.

In 2018, two plays from the Society were 
selected to be performed at the Indian Habitat 
Centre as part of the prestigious national Old 
World Theatre Festival.: Chairs and Occupants, 
which was an adaptation of Jean Paul Sartre's 
No Exit, and The Incomplete Works of William 
Shakespeare.

Shakespeare Society Of India 
Competition

Every year, the Shakespeare Society of India hosts 
the National SSI competition where collegiate and 
university-level theatre societies present productions 
of Shakespeare in original, translation or in the form 
of an adaptation. ShakeSoc has regularly been a part 
of this event in the capacity of hosts or participants.

In 2019, The Society’s Entry for SSI was an 
adaptation of Ann Marie MacDonald’s play called 
Goodnight Desdemona, Good Morning Juliet. The 
team was awarded with two Best Actors and one 
Best Production..

In 2018, The Incomplete Works of William 
Shakespeare—a comic retelling of Shakespearean 
classics—was presented by the Society, placing third 
in the competition with its cast of four being 
awarded Best Comic Actors.

In 2017, the society's adaptation of Hamlet placed 
second, while Srishti Gautam won Best Actor for her 
portrayal of Gertrude.



ShakeSoc’s Events
Annual Padley Memorial Discussion

Started by one of the former principals of the College and 
Society President, H.W Padley, this discussion is a platform 
for theatre practitioners, professors, and students to come 
together to discuss and debate issues of importance in the 
field of theatre, providing a platform for theatre enthusiasts to 
bring their own subjective experiences and perspectives about 
theatre to the table.

In 2021, panellists Mallika Taneja, Zorian Cross and Sunit 
Tandon were convened to an audience of students and faculty 
alike for a discussion on the topic “Six Feet Apart”. The 
discussion was moderated by Prof. Ann Susan Aleyas.

In 2019, panellists Arjun Ghosh, Mallika Taneja, Dhwani 
Vij and Benil Biswas shared their views on the topic 
“Identity and Culture in Theatre”, with Dr. N.P. Ashley 
serving as the moderator.

Workshops

Over the recent years, the Society has conducted 
frequent workshops—across different 
departments such as acting, direction, 
scriptwriting, set designing—with theatre 
professionals to help the Society members grow 
and learn from experienced artists and to avoid 
stagnation.

In the recent years, we have organised 
workshops by well-known alum such as Feisal 
Alkazi, Mikhail Sen, Adrian Peter D'cruz, 
Saattvic—professionals such as Avijit Dutt, 
Abhishek Majumdar, Neel Chaudhuri and 
Abhinav Khetarpal—dramaturg and faculty Dr. 
N.P. Ashley—and  some of our more recent alum 
such as Sameer Gardner, Srishti Gautam, 
Riddha, Sahir Mehta, Rochan Dayal Mathur, 
Tarini Mehta, Nikie Bareja, Samar Khan, 
Nikitha Loraine, David Mathew and Vipin 
Sabu.



Play Reading Sessions

If it wasn’t made apparent by now, we at 
ShakeSoc love our deep-rooted traditions. 
This year, we revived monthly play reading 
sessions, reminiscent of the College’s 
Shakespeare reading groups from the 1890s, 
which eventually led to the establishment of 
this Society.

In 2021, the Society organized their first 
reading session based on excerpts from The 
Vagina Monologues, written by Eve Ensler.

Recent Accomplishments

2021
The Shakespeare Society will be 
performing at Josh-e-Umang, hosted by 
Kutumb Foundation in collaboration 
with the American Centre, New Delhi 
in February

2019-2020
you are your own voyeur, awarded Best 
Play at Intra-Rajpal; 
1st Runner-up and Best Original Script 
at Inter-Rajpal

Ded performed at IIT Bombay, Lady 
Shri Ram and Moti Lal Nehru’s theatre 
competitions.

Goodnight Desdemona (Good 
Morning) Juliet performed at SSI 
awarded with two Best Actors, one Best 
Production

2018
The Other Side, one out of three 
colleges selected to perform at the Of 
Stage Festival hosted by The Third 
Space Collective, Delhi

Incomplete Works of Shakespeare, 
--SSI placed third and cast awarded 
‘Best Comic Actors’
--selected to perform at IHC for Old 
World Theatre Festival

Chair and Occupants, selected to 
perform at IHC for Old World Theatre 
Festival

Namrata Asok, awarded Best Script at 
Cannes Festival



Alum Donations And Individual 
Sponsorships Deal: 2021-22

(this section is for individual alum donors and sponsors only. If you wish to make a 
sponsorship in the name of your company, please look at the next section)

Acknowledgements

Announcements: “This production or competition, is sponsored by our very own Alum, 
[Your Name]”

Your name will be displayed on the event brochure which is circulated prior to the start 
of the production amongst the audience.

Types Of Sponsorship

1)Alum Donations:

ranging from 500- 10,000 INR

2) Event Sponsorship:

Launch: 10,000-15,000 INR Annual: 15,000-50,000 INR
Intra-Rajpal: 10,000-15,000 
INR

Inter-Rajpal: 15,000-50,000 
INR

External: 10,000-45,000 INR SSI: 10,000-15,000 INR

Refreshments: 10,000-50,000 INR

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Abha A. Ahad
Financial Coordinator
(+91) 6235 122 765

John Scaria
Secretary

(+91) 9674 489 375

Purva Dua
Treasurer

(+91) 8729 074 466



Sponsorship Deal 2021
Branding

Acknowledgements
For Main Sponsor(s) , announcements at the events will bear Company’s Name.“This 

year, society events are sponsored by [Company’s Name]”

For Event-Sponsors, “This production or competition, is sponsored by [Company’s 
Name]”

 Invitations
Company logo and name will be displayed on invitations sent out to many prestigious 

colleges, theatres and Cultural Centres in India.

 Offline Publicity
Company logo and name displayed on banners and posters of our major events, 
displayed within college as well as in approximately 8-10 other colleges of Delhi 

University.
Company’s poster may also be displayed on the society’s display board and Green 

Room, and also on the Audio-Visual Boards at multiple locations in college.

 Online Publicity
Company name and logo will be displayed poster circulations on social networking 

sites such as Facebook (which has 4000+ likes and 4000+ follows) as well as 
Instagram (with 800+ followers and page engagements peaking at 22,000+) and 
Twitter used for event publicity. Posters are also circulated on Delhi theatre groups 
(with 1300+ members) on Facebook as well as through the private accounts of the 

Society’s members.

Every event of the Shakespeare Society sees a footfall of at least 500 people per day 
from within college, which rises to the 1000s for an event attended by outside-college 
audiences. Audiences are comprised largely of college and university students, young 
adults, working professionals, and families.

Events such as Inter-Rajpal involve around 500 participants and is organised by 
roughly 50 Society members. The College Hall which stages the Society’s major 
productions has a  capacity of roughly 400. Out of the 12 plays staged at Inter-Rajpal, at 
least 8 plays have a full-house audience. Over the course of Inter-Rajpal, 2020,, we 
gained over 400+ followers on Instagram, with page engagement during publicity 
peaking at 22,000.



Types of Sponsorships
Main Sponsor(s)

If your company/organization wishes to be our Main Sponsor, the contract 
will be valid for the duration of the academic year 2021-22.

Event Sponsors
As an event sponsor, the company/organization will be sponsoring a single 

event of the society including but not limited to a term 
production/competition.

Printing Partner
A printing partnership will be valid for the duration of the academic year 

2021-22. The company as a partner will take care of the Shakespeare 
Society’s printing needs which includes banners, posters, brochures, flexes 
etc. all throughout the year till the Annual Production. {In some cases, the 

Company can choose to sponsor printing for particular events}

Merchandise Partner
A merchandise partnership will be applicable for the academic year 

2021-22. The company as a merch partner will take care of the procurement 
of the materials and production of merchandise (such as t-shirts, jackets, 
hoodies, other accessories) on the basis of the number of orders placed.

Refreshments Partner
A refreshments partnership will be applicable for the academic year 

2021-22. As a partner, the company will supply refreshments for any of the 
on-campus events such the three-day long Intra Rajpal (Sep/Oct) and Inter 

Rajpal (Jan/Feb), Rajpal Dinner (Jan/Feb), and Alum Meets (Nov/Dec). {The 
company may choose to supply refreshments for a specific event}



Overview of Benefits Received on the basis of 
Sponsorship Amount

Main 
Sponsor(s)

Event 
Sponsors

Printing 
Partner

Merchandise 
Partner

Refreshment 
Partner

Financial Support 
(INR)

70,000-1,00
,000

15,000-50,00
0

35,0000-40,00
0

as decided by 
partner

as decided by 
partner

Acknowledgements Y Y Y Y Y

Invitation Presence:

Offline Y Y Y N N

Online Y Y N N N
Offline 
Publicity(Poster, 
Flexes, Brochures) Y Y Y N Y

Online Publicity Y Y N N N

Launch- 15,000 INR
Intra Rajpal- 15,000 INR
Inter Rajpal- 30,000-50,000 INR
Annual- 50,000 INR
External- 30,000- 45,000 INR
SSI-30,000

*all clauses mentioned 
are negotiable

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES, PLEASE CONTACT:

John Scaria
Secretary

(+91) 9674 489 375

Abha A. Ahad
Financial Coordinator
(+91) 6235 122 765

Purva Dua
Treasurer

(+91) 8729 074 466



FIND US AT: 

shakespearesociety.ssc@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/shakesoc

https://www.instagram.com/penguins.of.shakesoc

https://in.linkedin.com/company/the-shakespeare-societyssc

https://twitter.com/shakesocssc
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