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Society Activity Report 2020-21
POETRY SOCIETY

o The Poetry Society organized Dots and Bits wherein it published biweekly prompts. It
received entries from society members and published them on the society’s Instagram page.
Some of the prompts were ‘overlooked objects’, 'fleeting yet fond' and 'on the paucity of
imperfection'.
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GIRTH THE NAKED TREE .
Prompt 3: Overlooked objects
CLOTHE IT Elost |
1. 'Fleeting Yet Fond'-
HIDE THE SHAME T 4 @rinchenangmo_
OF-OREN'FORH. L 4 2.'On the Paucity of Imperfection'-
D @chitee_lele
SPEAR WEAK EYES 3. 'Pages'- @entropy_crusades
WITH SILICONE 4."'Notes on Living'- @vanshika.1124
METAL FRAMES
. Edited - 69w
LEAVE GOUGES. -
PLUCK THE RADTS OF HAIR c evelintreesa @ v
| B L 1 4
FACESSH ULo oEdReAR - 94w 1like Reply
; ——  View replies (1)
DO NOT'SPEAK -
OF BLEMISH 69 poets_of ststephens @ V)
FREEDOM MUST FEEL
LIKE SANDPAPER.
600D GIRLS GLANCE AT IMPERFECTION,
AND THEN LOOK AWAY. N Liked by englitsoc.ssc and 56 others
SEPTEMBER 22, 2020
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NOTES ON LIVING
SOME DAYS YOU'LL FEEL IT IN THE SUN,
GLISTENING GUMDROP HUNG UP IN THE BLUE e
YOU'LL FEEL ITIN A TRIP YOU TAKE TO THE MOVIES, ALL THE |
CLAMOUR, THE HULLABALOO

SOME DAYS YOU'LL FEEL IT IN THE WARMTH OF THEIR HEARTS
NEON-WIRED, DIZZYING FLUORESCENCE

OTHER DAYS YOU'LL FEEL T IN FRESH SHEETS,
AND SOAP BUBBLES, AND HEARTBREAK |
Q SHE'LL QUIETLY BASK IN YOUR ESSENCE L_-
YOU'LL FEEL IT WHEN YOU'RE IN LOVE m

 WHEN ALL THINGS ORDINARY BEGINTO HUM WITH SWEET ROMANCE
YOU'LL FEEL IT N THE ATOMS BUBBLING UP UNDER YOUR SKIN
% THEY DANCE, GALVANISED
AND DECLARE THAT YES VES, YOU MATTER s
BUT THE LINES FROM ALL THE TIMES YOU'VE LAUGHED WILL REMIND
/4.5
ALTHOUGH BIRTHDAY CAKES SHOULD PROBABLY DO THE TRICK,
-
SIGNIFICANCE DOES NOT ENTAIL PERMANENCE
(WE'RE HERE TOO FLEETINGLY; FIND COMFORT IN THE TEMPORARY)
' THE WORLD HAS YOU IN IT |
AND MOST DAYS HER SPLENDOUR WIL |
" BUT SOMEDAYS SHE'LL MAKE Vi CUE LY
‘ YOU'LL SAY, HURRAH
WHAT JOY IT IS TO BE ALIVE
-VANSHIKA AGARWAL
[ o ) @VANSHIKA. 1124
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o The society held Blackout Poetry in collaboration with the college’s English Literary Society.
Participants engaged enthusiastically and sent in their entries which were then posted
online.

intoxication

-9 poets_of ststephens - Following
St. Stephen's College, Delhi

o |} poets_of ststephens & Blackout Poetry Part 1
We had a lovely time with @englitsoc.ssc, looking for more
collaborations in the future. &
Thank you to all the participants for sending in your beautiful

with the most e entries. Hope you had lots of fun with Blackout Poetry 4> f

ease and

she said good-bye to

= breadomelette So goood! ®
a breath of tenderness; -
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Qﬁg g Liked by callyztine and 79 others
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-9 poets_of ststephens & Blackout Poetry Part 1
We had a lovely time with @englitsoc.ssc, looking for more
collaborations in the future.&J
Thank you to all the participants for sending in your beautiful
entries. Hope you had lots of fun with Blackout Poetry <> fis
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o The society held another session of Blackout Poetry where participants were encouraged to
unearth poems hidden in the pages of Virginia Woolf's 'Mrs. Dalloway'. This event was also
in collaboration with the college’s English Literary Society.
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over the swaves

9 poets_of ststephens + Following
St. Stephen's College, Delhi

6-® Ppoets_of ststephens & Blackout Poetry Part 2
Here are more poems hidden in the pages of Virginia Woolf's
'Mrs. Dalloway'. Thank you for this fun collab, @englitsoc.ssc @
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%2\ Liked by callyztine and 51 others
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o The Team Oreganos of the Poetry Society conducted interviews themed “The Past of
PoeSoc”. This was an interview series with the former members of the Poetry Society.
Interviews included alumni like Manu Mahima, society president (2018-19), Vivin Vinod,
head of public relations (2018-19) and Aneetta V George.

LETTLE THIN

1 wn‘n'l' anﬁs P’oﬂ'nv MEAN o E‘EU? HOW DID You DISCI:IVER THE PLERSURE N $
POETRNP SR gy e . RS

WELL, THIS WAS ALMOST g VEARS AGO. IT WAS AS ACCIDENTAL AS cm.unsuss A ﬁ
DISCOVERY OF THE AMERICAS HAHA. R B T : e

IT WAS THE SUMMER OF 2012 WHEN WE WERE GIVEN THIS SUMMER BREAK anec'r e
. WHEREIN WE HAD TO WRITE A PERSONIFICATION POEM. | USED TO WRITE PROSE -
BUT HAD NEVER WANDERED TOWARDS POETRY; THAT DAY, WHICH | REMEMBER gt ﬁ
VIVIDLY, | SAT DOWN TO WRITE THIS POEM AND TO MY SURPRISE | DID PRETTY GOOD.
WITH THE RHYME AND IMAGERIES. THRAT'S WHEN IT STARTED. THE FDEM PERSONIFIED
RAIN AND HENCE WAS THE TITLE. o
* POETRY TO ME IS A BIVOUAC AND TENDER FIRE ON A CHILLY NIGHT; IT'S THE RESERVOIR
OF ALL MY TUMULTS, JOYS ETC, A WAY TO NEGOTIATE MY PEACE. IT IS THIS VAULT
HOLDING MY INSANITY AND SANITY; LIKE A PILL THAT KEEPS ME FROM GOING BEI!‘EERK.
ou cnuum TRULY KNOW & HE IF YOU HAVEN'T READ SOME OF MY POEMS
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o The society organised an event titled Spoken Art in collaboration with the college’s Fine Arts
Society. This event invited the participants to discover the juncture where art and word meet
and to create something that flows for the self and for others. The societies received entries
which were then shared on the society’s Instagram page.

69 poets of ststephens - Following

el poets_of_ststephens Words flow and so do we
Images flow and so do we
That's where art and word meet - to create something that flows
for the self and for others
And this brings us to the entries for Spoken Art, organized in
collaboration with @finearts_ssc
The poems are in the following sequence-
"Burning the Old Year"- Naomi Shihab Nye
1. Angel Alka Sanga
2. Nisha Mondal
3. Ananya Rajyalakshmi Jang
4. Barsha Roy

"Some Questions you might Ask"- Mary Oliver

1. Dimitri Mallick
2. Aarti Tewari

69w
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a‘n Liked by callyztine and 73 others
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o The society compiled and published its annual chapbook Traverse which was translated by
Ayiesha Gauher and Rayan Chakrabarti among others and illustrated by Sonam Chhomo. It
aimed to capture verse in different languages and navigate the poetry through translation.

AR

Traverse; a journey across the languages. Working with traverse
was fun. It gave an opportunity to interact with different languages
and gives a sneak peak into a wvariety of literature across cultures.
For me it was the first experience of translating poems. In the
beginning it felt quite easy but as scon as | began the process |
realized the depth of languages and writing it with the same
meaning which can leave a similar impact on pecple as the original
one was not that easy, in other words to retain the essence of
original one was a difficult task. When | was translating poem into
my preferred language | got to learn about it even more because of
the need to mould the poems and present them in the same way yet
in a different form. This whole process was full of joy and confusion
but that feeling of accomplishment in the end was wholesome.
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‘,,.74,9 poets_of_ststephens Sonam Chhomo, illustrator for Traverse

20218

59w
Poesoc has always been a liberating space. I, .
in fact found a likeness for illustrating poems ! / O zemuangmuang § & § V]
in poesoc’s event in my first year, something P 59w 3 likes Reply

related to visual art and drawing out your
emotions. Ever since then I've found a new
language to express the emotions that
accompany my/other poems. This was the
first time that | undertook the task of
illustrating the poems in absolute sense and
whatever | could understand/feel has been
put out there. | feel relaxed that | attempted
this task in my last year, perhaps ¢
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The entire pProcess of translation was a Vel’y‘l:ﬂ"’l"l;tl’f 3
experience. For Traverse, | had chosen a poem written in my mother
tongue, Bengali. It happens sometimes that some extremely important & s

poets and their works do not get due representation and _recagﬁii-foq just 5 a
because they have not been widely translated. And that was, | think, fhe‘"“___?q
beauty of this exercise. To bring to the world an unknown yet tbm'jft’}rf_ir:_r_g_ - s

tongue, connecting through words Ege:yoncl barriers and celebrat F‘le 4
universality of poetry. Traverse helped me realise the joy o:F_trénsla‘l'i'ng
and | will forever be gra‘ieful for this opportunity. It represents a sort o'l:
coming together - a melange of different themes - lowve and politics,
desire and leneliness but above all, an everwhelming love for poetry and

the messages it carries for the world.




