
Society Activity Report 2020-21
The Informal Discussion Group

The Informal Discussion Group opened its activities for the academic year 2020-21 with its first
event, ‘Hazrat-e-Dilli versus Delhi', which was a panel discussion on rethinking Delhi's past
through a socio-cultural and historical perspective. The discussion was held on 8 September
2020 and was led by Dr Narayani Gupta (Historian, Author, and Consultant with Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage), Dr Swapna Liddle (Historian, Author), Ms Rana Safvi
(Historian, Author); having also been moderated by Dr Sabina Kazmi (Assistant Professor,
Department of History, St.Stephen's College, Delhi).

In the following semester, owing to the Pandemic, since the first-year junior members were
inducted into the College community only in the latter half of the first semester, the IDG hence
conducted its Orientation in a Whatsapp format, which was then followed by the students’
initiation into the Society. In the same semester, the IDG in collaboration with the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell of St. Stephen’s College, organized a webinar series on the theme
'Challenges of teaching-learning in our times-A conversation’. The webinar series witnessed
an interaction between teachers and students that reRected on their experiences and tried to
understand the challenges of the online mode of teaching-learning, which has perhaps
transformed quickly and quite fundamentally so, during the Pandemic and consequent
lockdowns. The first talk in the series was given by Dr Bikram Phookun (Department of Physics,
St. Stephen's College) on 21 January 2021 and was moderated by Nidhi Singh from IIIrd Ba
Programme (Co-President of the Society). It was followed by the second session, the speakers
for which were Dr NP Ashley (Department of English, St. Stephen’s College) and Ms. Wafa
Hamid(Department of English, Lady Shri Ram College) on 8 February 2021.

In the following days, the aforementioned webinar series was followed by a delightful interactive
session with Prof Annie Zaidi (Author, Screenwriter, Filmmaker, and Editor of Unbound: 2000
Years of Women Writing and Equal Halves) on the theme- 'Identity, Dislocation and Belonging
in Modern India’, held on 27th February 2021.

The IDG—being one of the oldest societies of the college—updated its Society Logo in the
academic year 2020-21, for the first time since its inception in 1961. This was solely done in
order to incorporate a gender-neutral approach towards general outlook and functioning of the
IDG.



The new society logo was released on 23 March 2021, marking the end of all activities for the
academic year. The new logo has been attached below as follows:

Photos from various aforementioned sessions have been attached below-
Session 1-



Session 2- (Recording- https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uoplqPk3k4aQTaJuKxYU6jWpOVTymE4N/view?usp=sharing)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uoplqPk3k4aQTaJuKxYU6jWpOVTymE4N/view?usp=sharing
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