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1. “He is the Subject, he is the Absolute — she is the Other.” Comment on Simone de
Beauvoir’s discussion of the relationship between men and women in light of this
statement.

2. What does Edward Said mean by the term “orientalism”? Critically comment on some
of the examples that Said gives of the Orientalist mode of thought.

3. Critically comment on the title of Mansfield’s short story “The Voyage”. Is it
necessary to know the author’s life in order to better understand the story? Discuss
using Foucault’s essay “What is an author”.

4. Chekhov’s “The Betrothed” is set in a turbulent time in Russia. In what ways are the
characters affected by this turbulence?

5. Critically analyse the debate about the role of art, as presented by Thomas Mann in
his short story “Gladius Dei”. Do you agree with Heironymus’s criticism of modern
art?

6. Analyse any one short story and base it on at least one theoretical reading you have
studied as part of the course. Discuss the relevance of the themes presented in them to
the world today.



