GE - VII
Making of Post Colonial India
Course Objectives:

The course provides various perspectives on India’s evolving political, economic and
cultural situations from 1950-1990s and tracks a dynamic trajectory of contemporary
India. The course seeks to familiarise students with the trajectory of growth of the
Indian state, politics and economy and the shaping of the Indian public following the
country’s independence in

1947.

Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course the student shall be able to:

e Explain the complexities involved in the making of constitution.

e Analyse the reasons behind the linguistic reorganisation of states.

e Analyse foreign policy of India during formative stages of independent India.
e Draw inferences to explain the functioning of different political parties.

e Explain the character of emergency and its consequences.

e Discern the nuances of Indian judicial system.

Course Content:

Unit I: Laying the foundation of independent India
[a] Making of the Constitution
[b] Linguistic re-organisation

Unit II: Envisioning a new order
[a] Economic Development: five year plans; Problems of Development
case study of Punjab and Bihar
[b] Indian Foreign Policy till 1964

Unit ITI: Democracy at Work
[a] Congress and other political formations
[b] (1) Left parties (ii) Caste politics (iii) Dravidian movement
[c] Women and politics (i)Hindu Code Bill (ii)Status of Women in India
Report

Unit IV: Turning Point: Emergency and After
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[a] Railway Strike, J.P. Movement and Emergency

[b] Developments in thel980’s: (i) Coalition politics; (i1) Mandal
Commission and aftermath

[c] Judiciary, Civil Society and Rights: Judicial Activism and Public
Interest Litigation

[d] Popular and parallel Cinema

ESSENTIAL READINGS AND UNIT WISE TEACHING OUTCOMES:

Unit-I: This unit deals with making of the constitution. The history and politics of the
early years of Independence have been discussed. It also deals with the linguistic re-
organisation of states. (Teaching Time: 3 weeks Approx.)

e Chakrabarty, D., Rochona Majumdar & Andrew Sartori. (2007). From the Colonial
to the Post- Colonial: India and Pakistan in Transition. New Delhi: OUP.

e Basu, B.D. (2011). Introduction to the Constitution of India. Delhi: Lexis Nexis.
(20™ Edition)
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Experience. New Delhi: OUP.

e De, Rohit. (2018). A4 People’s Constitution, Delhi: Penguin.
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Tamil India, 1890-1970. Berkeley: University of California Press.

e King, Robert D. (1997) Nehru and the language politics in India. Delhi: OUP

Unit-1I: This unit deals with the history of economic developments in the early years of
Independent India. It also deals with the problems of development with the case study
of Punjab and Bihar. It also deals with the history of Non-Alignment and
Panchsheel.(Teaching Time: 3 weeks Approx.)

e Balakrishnan, P. (2005). Economic Growth and its Distribution in India.
Hyderabad: Orient BlackSwan.

e Frankel, Francine R. (2005). India’s Political Economy. New Delhi: OUP.

e Frankel, Francine R., (ed.). (2000). Transforming India: Social and Political
Dynamics of Democracy. Oxford: OUP.

e Bhalla, G.S. (1995). “Agricultural Growth and Industrial Development in Punjab” in
Agriculture on the road to Industrialisation. John, W. Mellor (ed.). Baltimore:
International Food Policy Research Institute, pp. 67-112.
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e (Golam Rasul and Eklabya Sharma, (2014). “Understanding the Poor Performance of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh in India: A Macro Perspective”. Regional Studies, Regional
Science.vol. 1:1, 221-239, http:/dx.doi.org.2014.943804

Unit-III: This unit deals with history of working of democracy in India 1947 with
special reference to history of congress party and other political formations. It also deals
with history of Left parties, ] P Movement and Dravidian movements. It also examines
history of social reform with reference to Women and Hindu Code Bill. (Teaching
Time: 4 weeks Approx.)

e Barnett, Marguerite Ross. (1976). The Politics of Cultural Nationalism in South
India, New Jersey: Princeton.

e Stanley, Kochanek. (1968). The Congress Party of India: The Dynamics of One-
Party Democracy. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

e Pandian, M.S.S. (2008). Brahmin and Non Brahmin: Genealogies of the Tamil
Political Present. Delhi: Permanent Black.

e Kumar, Radha. (1993). The History of Doing: An illustrated account of movements
or women rights and feminism in India, 1800-1990, New Delhi: Kali for Women.
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e Flavia Agnes. (2001). Law and Gender Equality: The Politics of Women'’s Rights in
India. Delhi: OUP.

e Jaffrelot, Christophe. (1999). The Hindu Nationalist Movement and Indian Politics
1925 to 1990s. New Delhi: Penguin.

o Jaffrelot, Christophe (2003). India’s Silent Revolution: The Rise of the Lower Castes
in North India. London: Hurst.

e Baru, S. (2000). "Economic Policy and the Development of Capitalism in India: The
Role of Regional Capitalists and Political Parties". in Francine Frankel et al, (eds.).
Transforming India: Social and Political Dynamics of Democracy. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press

Unit- IV: This unit deals with history of Indian Politics since Emergency with special
reference to Railway Strike, and J P Movement. It examines history of Coalition politics
It also deals with the history of Judiciary in Independent India with special reference to
Public Interest litigation. It also deals with the history of Media in modern India along
with an analysis of popular Cinema and alternatives.(Teaching Time: 4 weeks
Approx.)

e Chandra, Bipan (2017). In the Name of Democracy: JP Movement and Emergency.
Delhi: Penguin Random House India.
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e Tarlo, Emma. (2003). Unsettling Memories: Narratives of the Emergency in Delhi,
Berkeley: University of California Press.

e Das, Veena: (1996). Critical Events: An Anthropological Perspective on
Contemporary India. Delhi: OUP.

e Bhuwania, Anuj. (2017). Courting the People: Public Interest Litigation in Post
Emergency India. Delhi: Cambridge University Press.

e Ranganathan Maya & Usha M Rodrigues. (2010). Indian Media in a Globalised
World, Sage Publications India Pvt. Ltd.

e Dwyer, Rachel. (2002). Cinema India: The Visual Culture of Hindu Film. New
Jersey: Rutgers University Press.

e Kapur, Geeta. (2000). When was Modernism: Essays on Contemporary Cultural
Practice in India. New Delhi: Tulika.
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Teaching Learning Process:
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Classroom teaching supported by group discussions or group presentations on specific
themes/readings. Given that the students enrolled in the course are from a non-history
background, adequate emphasis shall be given during the lectures to what is broadly
meant by the historical approach and the importance of historicising various macro and
micro-level developments/phenomena. Interactive sessions through group discussions
or group presentations shall be used to enable un-learning of prevailing misconceptions
about historical developments and time periods, as well as to facilitate revision of issues
outlined in the lectures. Supporting audio-visual aids like documentaries and power
point presentations, and an appropriate field-visit will be used where necessary.
Assessment Methods:

Students will be regularly assessed for their grasp on debates and discussions covered in
class. Two written assignments will be used for final grading of the students. Students
will be assessed on their ability to explain important historical trends and thereby
engage with the historical approach.

Internal Assessment: 25 Marks

Written Exam: 75 Marks

Total: 100 Marks

Keywords:

Constitution, Linguistic re-organisation, Development, foreign policy, national and state
politics, the Emergency, Mandal, Judicial activism, popular cinema.
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