Paper II - Indian Government and Politics
(62321201)
Core Course - (CC) Credit:6

Course Objective

The course aims to give students a thorough understanding of the structures of Indian
government and politics. It equips the students with the different perspectives on studying Indian
politics and the state in India, the constitutional principles on which the institutions of the state
are founded and function, the social structures of power and salient features of the political
process in India. Its lays emphasis on understanding the inter-relationship between formal
institutional structures, social movements, and political development to focus on the complex
ways on which social and political power interact and have impact on political institutions and
processes.

Course Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of the course, students would be able to:
e Demonstrate an understanding of the different viewpoints on Indian politics and the
nature of Indian state
e Show knowledge of the text of the Indian Constitution and an awareness of constitutional
and legal rights
e Understand the structure of society in India and how social inequalities have an impact on
political institutions and processes
e Show awareness of the party system in India and the development policies adopted by
various governments so far
e Understand how social movements are formed and how they impact the political
processes

Unit 1
Approaches to the Study of Indian Politics and Nature of the State in India: Liberal,
Marxist and Gandhian (09 lectures)

Unit 2
Indian Constitution: basic features, debates on Fundamental Rights and Directive
Principles (09 lectures)

Unit 3
Institutional Functioning: Prime Minister, Parliament and Judiciary (09 lectures)

Unit 4
Power Structure in India: Caste, class and patriarchy (07 lectures)

Unit 5
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Religion and Politics: debates on secularism and communalism (06 lectures)

Unit 6
Parties and Party systems in India (05 lectures)

Unit 7
Strategies of Development in India since Independence: Planned Economy and Neo-
liberalism (05 lectures)

Unit 8
Social Movements: Workers, Peasants, Environmental and Women’s Movement (10
lectures)
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Additional Resources:

Readings in Hindi
3T FAR GI (Fo) kel I Rocra: T PR &1 Phaea, 75 feeol: amoft g

TSPl IORT Td T HAN o, WRA H Tsiellicl: ol 3N TS, 78 ool arof geprred
Jafder 3if¥ed, s d@faure: Uy @ TR, dgaresd: aRer MEae, 8 el aoh uewre, 2017
ATYT GHHAT, AR HT AU, I3 el Hrams Jfaafadr o4, 2018

FHY H1egy, HAUIfAs-Taeliiaen caaear: amae yomelt iR et ufthar, a8 el Tetewaa uwmr,
2016

GHIY HIRYY, ARG Tofeliad 3N Foe: [quet & 9qfdvedr, 78 oo TstehaAer Uehile, 2016
FHTY FH1RIAY, ARAT Tieiia 3R d@fdura: fawm, faae 3R fAee, a8 e Tawaa g, 2016
ARG M, TATAUETAT: ERTe W ARG, 75 fSeell: AT W, 2017

IFGA SEAA, ARG H 3femadig AR g1, 75 Eeel: amoft g

STIE 3Tel#, it & TGN ?, HeJdmed: 3T AN gd, 75 ool aroft g
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YA areota, Y Sid: R &1 AT AN, Ifareed: Sideg $AN, 75 Eoall: iiraws
gfaaf&dr v, 2018

e 3Merde, afod 3R yadite wifa: sufaha sRa & s 3pdsa v gferd 3o, @5 e a1
§TaT, 2015

Rpfora wicer, diehas &1 uae: @Sy @1 gafaaAtor, 8 fEed: a7 Hmr, 2017
AT AE, AR H TTATSD Jeteld: Tafdd Alfecd & Udh TqAET, A5 eal: AT ST, 2015

o1 TEEdl, AR # TSTAAE Narel B FAPEIE siaer: ARG AT & g O TR, J5 e
[T oW, 2017

ST &1 Td FAA AT A (Fo), HRAT AT ST HATTSID U&7, ehepddell TehIere, Sotosece =T, 2017
ST o1 Td 3ACH O, WRA 3R 58P FARUIHE, 3efareh: 3RMb AR, 75 ool Tsihee UHrIe, 2018
T AR, WA 3EA: AR ST # 3T T, 75 el 3irams Jfaafaedr o4, 2018

Teaching Learning Process

There will be interactive lectures on varied approaches to the study of Indian politics and Indian
state. They will engage in detailed discussion on basic features of Indian constitution,
particularly on the relationship between fundamental rights and directive principles enshrined in
the Indian constitution. It provides them with basic understanding on the working of institutions
in Indian polity and powers structures in Indian shaping society and politics. It also exposes
students to the debates on secularism and communalism. It familiarizes the students with the
evolution of party system in India. It enables students to analyse the strategies of development
adopted by the state in post-colonial India and the impact of neo- liberal reforms on Indian
economy. It also provides understanding on the dynamics of social movements in India and their
significance as an alternative site of politics beyond the institutions.

Assessment Methods

Students will be assessed on continuous basis followed by end term examination. Internal
assessment will be conducted at the end of each unit which may include written assignments,
class presentations and participation inclass discussions. Students will be assessed on the basis of
their ability to think critically and creatively to solve the problems and application of conceptual
understanding to field based variables. Students will be assessed on the basis of their reflexive
thinking and engagement with peers and group discussion. Students will be evaluated on the
basis of their participation in extra and co-curricular activities such as quiz. Before the end term
examination, students will be required to submit a critical review of any book or a film that
relates to any one unit of the syllabus.
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